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}Bromocriptine effect on the gonadotropicdependent and independent follicle atresia
and its relation to estradiol synthesis.
Bromocriptine (BRO) effects on pituitarygonadal relationships were studied in
immature female rats treated either
continuously for 25-30 days (long BRO) or for
5 days (short BRO). Pituitary gonadotropins
(FSH and LH) were stimulated by exogenous
testosterone propionate (TP) (100
micrograms/0.5 ml saline s.c. to each animal
at 2-hour intervals). The effects on ovarian
estradiol synthesis were determined by
measuring estradiol-17-beta (E2) (ng/mg
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tissue) in incubated ovaries after stimulation
with either 20-OH-progesterone (20-OH-P) or
20-hydroxy-pregnen-17-O-diol-3-O-sulfate
(20-OH-PDS). At the day of castration, BROtreated rats were submitted to either BRO or
vehicle (V) ovariectomy, and the degree of
atresia on follicles
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